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Vedanta Society of Japan

(A branch of Ramakrishna Mission)
4-18-1 Hisagi Zushi-shi Kanagawa-ken 249-0001

Web: vedanta.jp  E-mail: info@vedanta.jp  Tel: 81-46-873-0428  Fax: 81-46-873-0592

Sub: Japan Natural Disaster Report and Relief Fund

Dear All,                                                   Monday, March 28, 2011

       As you have already been made aware, a massive 8.9-magnitude earthquake struck the northeastern coast of Japan on March 11, creating an extremely destructive tsunami (tidal wave) that rushed ashore within minutes afterward. The devastation along the northeast coast is described best by video news reports as they become available. The loss of life and property and shelter caused by this two-fold natural disaster continues to heap tremendous suffering to innumerable survivors. Some of the most severely hit areas have been rendered inaccessible and the severely damaged area extends from Miyako City, Iwate Prefecture in the north to Kita Ibaraki City in Ibaraki Prefecture in the south. The seriousness of this situation has been worsened by the damaged nuclear reactors between these two at Fukushima Prefecture and the ongoing efforts toward preventing meltdowns and limiting extremely dangerous radiation leakages affecting the atmosphere, drinking water, vegetable etc. in varying degrees. 


Daily life in the major population centres of Tokyo and Yokohama have been disrupted as well. Public train and subway transportaton move millions of urban Japanese to and from work each day and has continued to function after a 24-hr shutdown that stranded thousands in town. With the ongoing severe quakes and aftershocks and uncertainty about electricity supplies, many out of town dwellers cannot reach their offices. Gasoline service stations have dried up for all but lifeline services, and available supplies are headed north where they are desperately needed. Tokyo store shelves are noticiably devoid of dairy and bread and rice stocks and residents are also experiencing rolling blackouts in the areas immediately surrounding Tokyo and Yokohama to ease electricity demand. Although Japan experiences earthquakes and tsunami fairly regularly, the scale and magnitude of the concurrent disasters are unprecedented and the entire nation is reeling from the impact.


The Ramakrishna Mission has a long tradition of providing extensive relief to the victims of natural disasters, and as the Japan branch of the Mission, we, the monk and devotees of the Vedanta Society of Japan, are wondering if we can be of some service to the victims during this moment of national crisis. We have been considering various options, including mobilizing some funds collected from our devotees and friends and sympathetic people from within this country and from abroad. In fact, we have been receiving many phone calls and emails from different countries, including India, since this disaster began to unfold. These concerned people not only express their sympathies and prayers for the victims, they also inquire what they may do to directly help the afflicted. 


As such, may we request you to donate to our relief fund and if possible to take the initiative to mobilize a fund drive and send whatever is collected to the Japan Branch of the Mission through a bank transfer? We, in turn, intend to give monies to local governments and city offices in as many affected areas as possible to be used as they prioritize. Of course we will keep proper records of these disbursements. We include the following banking information for your information:


Bank of Vedanta Society of Japan


Our Bank: 

Mizuho Bank, Ltd


Address:


11-35 Onarimachi, Kamakura, Kanagawa 





248-0012 Japan

Bank Telephone:

Country Code 81 





City Code 467 





Local Number 23-1155

Swift Code: 

mhbkjpjt


Account name: 

Shukyohoujin Nihon Vedanta Kyokai


Account number: 

760-1114571

We believe that any funds raised by you, regardless of amount, will be greatly appreciated  by the people of this country as a kind and sympathetic gesture from you and your friends.

        Please note that if you send donation as requested please inform us the amount of donation and the name of your bank and the date of the bank transfer through e-mail; all correspondence regarding the donation should be sent to the following e-mail address only:jprelief@gmail.com





                 With loving namaskar and prayer,

                                                       Yours in the Lord,
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     (Swami Medhasananda)
